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Pertanyaan Harapan How many people should be supported by government? And what is the best way to accomplish it? There
are three main arguments to be presented on the issue, all supported by data and the same conclusions drawn from them. The
first is the cost-benefit analysis; the second is the opportunity cost of resources used in supporting government programs; and
the third is the issue of entitlement. This post will elaborate on the first argument, which I believe is the best. The Cost-Benefit
Analysis Assume that a person lives a life of luxury and considers a single bullet not only to be a wise purchase but also to have
a40% chance of hitting the target, compared to the 10% chance of a rifle cartridge. Assuming he is otherwise sane and free of
mental illness, he would weigh the cost of a single, unique rifle cartridge with an accuracy of 40%, against his frequent
purchasing of a large and bulky number of rifle cartridges of an average accuracy of 10%. He would realize that spending $20
on a single rifle cartridge is a better purchase than spending $200 on a large number of rifle cartridges. For the sake of
argument, we will not include the chance of whether the rifle shot lands in the target or not. The point of this example is to show
that the cost of a single rifle cartridge is less than the cost of the purchase of a large number of rifle cartridges, or the cost of an
expensive bullet which has a 10% chance of hitting the target. If someone were to question the claim of a 40% chance of hitting
the target with a single rifle cartridge, he would quickly realize that a 40% chance of hitting the target with a single rifle
cartridge is not comparable to hitting a target with a 40% chance of hitting with a large number of rifle cartridges or with a high-
accuracy bullet. The number of rifle cartridges necessary for the first case would equal the number of rifles available to hit the
target. A single rifle cartridge, on the other hand, can be used many times, as it takes less than a second to load the cartridge and
place it in the chamber. One rifle cartridge fired can hit the target more times than the number of rifle cartridges used in the
first case. To highlight the difference, imagine there is one rifle cartridge, as in the first case, that can be used to hit the target
once, twice, three times, four times, or five times. The first case, however, requires a f3e1b3768c
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