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The former US ambassador to Syria, Robert Ford, was ambushed
at his home in Damascus by Islamist insurgents who had broken
into it using explosives apparently from a truck. There was not
much time to react and security agents shot at the house. The

Israeli army at first said that a mortar shell had been fired into the
occupied Golan from Syria, but later retracted this statement.

"They came for an attack in the Golan Heights," a spokesman for
the Israel Defense Forces said. "They came in vehicles with
flammable liquids and explosives. The apparent target of the

attack was the senior diplomat Robert Ford, who lives in a home
in the nearby town of al-Kassel. Ford's driver and bodyguards
were seriously injured and have now been hospitalized. Ford's

driver was seriously injured but his condition is currently stable,
the spokesman added. Israeli border police "rescued" the diplomat
in the firefight which lasted less than an hour and left one terrorist
dead, the spokesman said. Earlier in the day, the army said mortar
shells had been fired into the Golan from Syria. "A mortar shell

was fired from Syria towards the Golan Heights, and was
intercepted by our forces," said a statement issued by the army.
"We are checking the scope of the damage. A mortar shell was

fired from Syria towards the Golan Heights, and was intercepted
by our forces. "We are checking the scope of the damage. "At the

same time, the IDF [Israel Defense Forces] hit a vehicle in the
area from which the mortar was fired and apprehended the

attackers." This was the first such attack in the area since the
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Syrian conflict began in 2011. The attacker was killed, but the IDF
is continuing to examine the scene to determine whether other
people were injured. Damascus accused Israel of "dangerous

provocations" and warned of "serious repercussions." A
spokesman for Syria's main opposition group, the Syrian National
Coalition, called for an emergency meeting of the Arab League to

discuss the incident. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon also
expressed concern at the attack on Ford's home. "It is extremely
alarming that mortar fire into Israel was directed from territory
under Syrian control, and we call for an immediate investigation

into this," Ban's spokesman said. The Israeli military says it has no
information on whether there was a third party involved in the

attack. "We
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