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before setting off on his trip to Iowa, Donald Trump called for a ban on Muslim immigration to the United States, saying that

“Muslims” have no place in the United States. He further expressed concern that “large number of Muslim travelers” would be
arriving in the country soon. The blanket ban on Muslim immigration to the United States is a dangerous and discriminatory
initiative that is straight out of the playbook of the far-right, religious leaders should stand up against it. On Friday, before

setting off on his trip to Iowa, Donald Trump called for a ban on Muslim immigration to the United States, saying that
“Muslims” have no place in the United States. He further expressed concern that “large number of Muslim travelers” would be

arriving in the country soon. The blanket ban on Muslim immigration to the United States is a dangerous and discriminatory
initiative that is straight out of the playbook of the far-right, religious leaders should stand up against it. Muslims make up a
small percentage of the population in the United States. The latest data from the American Community Survey shows that, in
2012, less than 1 percent of the total U.S. population was Muslim, and that in 2015, it was less than 0.4 percent. Muslims are
also disproportionately poor and lack access to education and health care. Their communities may be sprinkled all over the
United States but they form a dense minority in Washington, D.C., New York City, and other metropolitan areas. As the

Republican Party seeks to gain ground with Muslim voters, its presumptive presidential nominee made a series of statements
that would be unacceptable for a candidate on the Left. During a meeting with Islamophobes and members of the Ku Klux

Klan at Trump Tower last January, Trump was asked what he would do if he found a large number of “radical Muslims” in the
United States. “We have to be vigilant,” he answered. “We have to look at that. We have to look at the Muslims. We have to
look at Islamic faith, and we have to be very careful, I hate the idea of going to war.” It was in this context that he made the

astonishing statement that “We have no choice. We have no choice. We have
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