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version.The association of Proteus mirabilis infection with
catheter-related bacteremia and increased mortality in a
community hospital. A retrospective review of 285 hospital
admissions of greater than 24 hr duration was undertaken to
determine the association of Proteus mirabilis bacteremia with
catheter-related infection and to assess the effect of P mirabilis on
outcome. Of the 285 admissions evaluated, 89 (31%) had P
mirabilis bacteremia. P mirabilis was cultured from one or more
catheter lumens in 59 (64%) admissions and was the sole
bacteremia in 24 (27%). Of the 109 patients with catheter-related
bacteremia, 66 (60%) had P mirabilis. Fifteen (22%) of the 66
patients with catheter-related P mirabilis bacteremia died during
their hospitalization, compared to 2 of 33 (6%) who had only
other species bacteremia (p less than.05). Five of 31 (16%) P
mirabilis bacteremia-related deaths had attributable catheter
infection; the remaining 10 patients had pneumonia (p =.02).
Eleven (52%) of the 21 (3.5%) patients with catheter-related
bacteremia and one (50%) of the 2 with noncatheter-related P
mirabilis bacteremia died (p =.74). Mean length of hospitalization
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was 32.5 days for those with P mirabilis bacteremia and 15.2 days
for those without (p less than.05). Mean length of hospitalization
for those with catheter-related P mirabilis bacteremia was greater
than for those with noncatheter-related P mirabilis bacteremia
(64.7 vs. 41.9 days, respectively; p less than.05). The only
significant factor associated with death
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