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woven fabric softening agents. In this work, semi-crystalline non-woven fabric softening agents based on steviol
glycosides in a mixture with other natural polyols and steviol glucoside were prepared for the first time. The fabric
softening effect of the products is due to the high viscosity which is reduced by thermal treatment to the less viscous
fraction. The viscosity measurements are in good agreement with the emulsion kinetic data. Their viscosity is reduced
as consequence of a higher concentration of steviol glycosides in their formulations. The influence of the molecular
weight of the polyols used as plasticizer on the properties of the softening agents was assessed. The two-step process
used for their preparation presents good acceptance in terms of their melting behaviour and the mechanical stability
of the final products.Detecting arteriovenous (AV) shunting in patients with digital ulcers by measuring transcutaneous
oxygen pressure. Digital ischemia, particularly in its scleroderma variant, is an important early feature of systemic
sclerosis. It is believed that pathogenic arteriovenous shunting plays an important role in the development of ulcers,
especially subungual, and that when it occurs, it causes increased blood flow in the distal areas of the digits. To assess
the usefulness of transcutaneous oxygen pressure (TcPo2) measurements as an indicator of the presence or absence
of arteriovenous (AV) shunting in patients with digital ulcers and to assess their ability to predict which patients have
severe disease. Patients with idiopathic Raynaud's phenomenon and a history of digital ulcers had TcPo2 measured
simultaneously on the injured and uninjured digital ulcerated (n = 22) and nonulcerated (n = 16) fingers of both
hands. The ulcerated fingers were also assessed for capillary density. TcPo2 was also measured in the hands of
controls (n = 18), matched in age, sex, and disease duration. There were significantly higher TcPo2 values in the
ulcerated (14.4 +/- 7.6 mm Hg) compared with the nonulcerated (8.8 +/- 6.0 mm Hg 648931el74
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