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January 1769, the daughter of
Thomas Seely, an army officer.
Her two siblings, Edward Seely
and Mary Seely (née Birdwood),
emigrated to England in the
1790s. They had previously lived
at the family home of Woburn
Place in Bedford Park, London,
and would later become the
British consuls at the newly
established Kingdom of Hawaii.
Their aunt, Anne Seymour-
Conway, was married to the
British governor of Bengal,
Warren Hastings. In 1787,
Katharine was sent to Europe,
where she attended Dresden, St
Petersburg and Vienna. She
became an expert in painting
natural history subjects, and
taught botany and illustrated her
own book When We Were Young.
In 1805, she married John
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Vansittart in London. They moved
back to India, and had three
children. After John Vansittart
became a Lieutenant-Governor of
the Punjab, their daughters-in-
law, Gertrude (wife of Sir John
William Colvin) and Fanny (wife of
Francis Babington), remained in
India, while Katharine and their
son, Francis Seely, returned to
England. Katharine Seely's work
appeared in books such as when
the trees flower; or, the seasons
picture; and The agricultural,
sporting, and other labors of the
days of summer &c., and then a
considerable and illustrated
portfolio, entitled Fruits, flowers,
&c. of the seasons, all from
nature. A work of Katharine
Seely's was described in an
advertisement of the year
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