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school curriculum. The Climate Change Act 2010
requires the Secretary of State for Education to
set a curriculum for GCSE, A-level and post-16
learners “on the science of climate change and

its implications for society.” Of course, there is no
curriculum on climate change in this country. In

the UK, climate change is taught at primary
school level in religious education and in the
more prestigious subjects such as physics,

chemistry and biology. And at secondary school,
it’s taught in biology and chemistry. In other

subjects such as geography and geography, it is
often taught in a piecemeal way, with one hour
lessons on geology and half an hour on climate

change at the start of the course. This is still
mostly taught to school children – in science,

rather than in the more robust sense of the word
“science.” It leaves a large degree of students

not believing in climate change, despite its
overwhelming evidence. Let’s begin to fix this. I
am currently running a school’s environmental
programme in which we are teaching climate
change to students as it is the most pressing

issue of our time. Thankfully, we have the good
fortune of learning a subject like physics, which

means that we are taught why, in a very
comprehensive and dedicated way. We can get
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the facts right, and this is a great way to bring
understanding to such an important issue.

However, we don’t have a course on climate
change in the same way that physics or biology

do. But we still need to teach it. This means
teaching something that the vast majority of

teachers aren’t sure about, and possibly
becoming vulnerable to mockery and bullying
when they admit that they don’t know what is

going on. It is an important topic that will affect
not only the way we live but the future of our

planet. It is a topic that needs to be taught in a
rigorous way
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