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work with Ron Rothstein at the NBA's old

Nassau Coliseum. The candidate: Vito
Colombo, an NYPD lieutenant and former

basketball coach at Wagner College. Colombo
told The Post he's not worried about the

scrutiny or concerns about his background as
he tries to sell the city on the merits of
bringing the NBA back to the Big Apple.

Colombo is well-traveled and experienced, and
his resume includes stints with the NYPD, the
Canadian Olympic team, the Canadian WNBA
franchise, NBA Development League teams
and the Heat. "I can handle any public or

private situation they throw at me," Colombo
said. "I understand dealing with the public."
The drama surrounding the potential move

has been dramatic and polarizing, to the point
that the basketball competition has been
called into question. Because the NBA's

previous home, the Madison Square Garden,
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was originally built for hockey, a basketball-
only home would require some changes. The
arena seats approximately 18,500 and has

locker rooms and a practice facility. It is
currently undergoing renovations and

scheduled to reopen in the fall of 2017.
Colombo grew up in West Islip, playing for the
Islip High School Jaspers. He played on every

team from the varsity to a junior varsity
squad. His father, Lou Colombo, was the
assistant basketball coach at one of the

schools in the area. While Colombo is only the
third winningest coach in school history, he
said playing basketball in the area helped
shape his passion for the sport. He also

became a police officer, working in the NYPD's
Patrol Borough Manhattan South. "I went into

policing because my dad was an NYPD
lieutenant," Colombo said. "I was around it all
the time growing up." He said he also coached

both high school and college basketball in
Montreal. Colombo said he has no worries

about the NBA coming to Queens. He also said
there was no type of conflict when he coached

the Canadian Olympic team. "I'm not an
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official and it's not a conflict of interest,"
Colombo said. "I never felt like I had to take
sides. I never felt like I had to get involved."
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