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microcephalus Oryzomys microcephalus, also known as the extremely small rice rat, is a species of

rodent in the genus Oryzomys from Colombia. The specific name microcephalus comes from the
Latin prefix meaning "small" and the suffix -cephalous meaning "having a head", thus referring to
the small head size of this species. Description Oryzomys microcephalus is a small, grayish-brown
rodent with a broad head and a large, transversely flattened and heart-shaped torso. The head is
smaller than the rest of the body and it is longer and more slender than the body. The dorsal hairs
are almost always present, but the ventral ones are more variable. The hair of the body is sparse,
and the pelage of the tail is long and covered with very fine hairs. The species does not grow to a

great size, with a total length of. Females tend to be larger than males. The head-body length
averages, and the tail averaging. The head-body length averages for males and for females. The tail
averages for males and for females. The weight ranges from, averaging about. Range The species

has a disjunct distribution in Colombia. Habitat and ecology The species' range is disjunct. The type
locality is Valle del Cauca, municipality of Popayán. The taxon O. coerinius is found to the east and

O. cunctatus to the west. The western distribution extends west to Vélez and east to La Peña.
Oryzomys microcephalus inhabits the middle and upper portions of the Cauca river in Valle del

Cauca, as well as the lowlands of Ecuador, northern Peru, northern Colombia, and southern
Venezuela. It occurs in the intermountain region from elevation. In 648931e174
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